WELCOME 


WELCOME to Iain Kesson's Brisbane City squad who will 
be playing in their usual sky blue at Manuka Oval this 
afternoon. 


Although starting the Philips League slowly, Brisbane 
City has been improving steadily and climbing the points 
table as a result. 


Coming into the League as Queensland's Champion Club, 
Brisbane has many State players in its ranks as well 
as new recruits like Jim Hermiston. It will be a 
stern test today for Canberra City, a side which has 
been attractive enough but unable to take the chances 
and half-chances to produce goals and it is goals that 
count -- just ask Fitzroy United: !: 


It is to be hoped that the surface at Manuka, particularly 
the cricket pitch area, dries out sufficiently for all 
players to show their skills. The fourth home game for 
Canberra will have all the interest of earlier matches 
with local fans anxious to see our scorers "tick". 


-0-0-0-0-0-0- 


Due to school holidays there is no Junior League inform- 
ation this week but this does not mean some junior lads 
have not been active. 


The first ever Australian Under 18 titles are being com- 
pleted today in Sydney. A.C.T. surprised one of the 
favourites, Western Australia by winning 1 - 0 then lost 
to Victoria 3 - 0 and Northern N.S.W. 4 - 2. Western 
Australia may yet take out the title. 


An Australian Under 18 side is now to be selected for 
future games and we will await the announcement with 
interest as we must have a number of strong candidates. 


The early fixture today is being played to trial possible 
selections in the squad to be prepared for the National 
Under 16 Youth Championships in August. The growing 
strength of our juniors is there for all to see and given 

a better preparation than ever before under the watchful 
eye of A.C.T. Director of Coaching Johnny Warren, this 
group should perform as well as last year's team which 

drew with both the winners and runners-up of the tournament. 


PETES PARS 


Unsolicited compliments are always welcome. Did you 

spot the one in the Daily Mirror of May 17. Under the 
heading "Ethnic Names Must Go" letter writer Derek Russell, 
of the Sydney suburb of Darlinghurst, argued strongly for 
all Philips League Clubs to use Australian names. "The 
purpose of having ethnic names for soccer clubs was alright 
20 years ago when the migrant was new to Australia", he 
wrote. "It serves no purpose now". Then Mr. Russell added: 
"Canberra City has the right system for us to copy. 


"It has people of various nationalities in it, everyone 
screaming their heads off for City, even when losing". 


That's the type of unsolicited publicity we would like 
more of. You know the answer - keep cheering on the boys. 


-0-0-0-0-0-0- 


Today keep your eye on Brisbane City's former Israeli 
International - Jacob Shani. 


It is only a few months ago that he played against Australia 
and is a player of real talent. Let's see if Canberra City's 
defenders, particularly Tony Henderson, can keep him check. 


-0-0-0-0-0-0- 


If the preliminary fixture has finished when you read 

this you will have missed a great game. But let me remind 
you why we, involved in Canberra City wanted it as a curtain- 
raiser. 


It featured the cream of Canberra's Under - 16 talent in 

a Southside versus Northside playoff to decide the A.C.T's 
Under - 16 team for 1977 - and the Australian Championships 
in which it competes in August. Whatever happens today 
«we would like to take this opportunity of wishing this 
Canberra team every success in the national championships. 


-0-0-0-0-0-0- 


Jimmy Cant. City's last signing has already proved a player 
of potential. Now to tell you more of Jimmy's background. 
Only 23 years of age now, Jimmy, a bachelor, has packed a 
lot of soccer under his belt. 


What Canberra fans didn't know is that were lucky even to 
get him. He had almost made up his mind to head for America 
when Manager/Coach Johnny Warren got his signature on the 
dotted line. Jimmy left school at 15 and went to Scotland's 
famed Glasgow Rangers, remaining with them for one year 
before joining Hearts of Midlothian. He began in their 
Junior ranks, moved into Rangers third team and finally 
made his first team debut in 1973. 


His opinion of Philips League soccer is that the standard 
is "reasonable"..... a standard he feels will improve rapidly 
now that a National League competition is finally underway. 


-0-0-0-0-0-0- 


Brian Pollock's Player-of-the-Week Awards. Last week it 
went to defender John Brown. John was pleased...it is 

the first time he has won the award and its great prizes 

of dinners for two at Bacchus and Terrace Tavern Restaurants 
(courtesy of Theo Moulis), a haircut, style shampoo and 
blowave at John Martone's salon on the Upper Level of the 
Woden Plaza and an expensive Fabiani business shirt --- 
plus, of course a free car service from Brian's Phillip 
workshop. 


This award has firstly been extended to City's Reserve 
side which is equal League leaders in Canberra's first 
division. Last weeks winner was Chris Tomlinson and 
the first winner, the week before, was Mike Milovanovic. 


-0-0-0-0-0-0- 


Man in the middle at the Western Suburbs/Sydney Olympic 
game in Sydney last weekend was Canberra referee, Bob Mee. 
It was Bob's first National League game and reports say 
he handled his baptism quite well. 


-0-0-0-0-0-0- 


Down Footscray JUST's way last Sunday in Melbourne it was 
heartening to see the banners at various vantage points 
around the ground taken by the City supporters - yes 
SUPPORTERS. Some did actually fly down and their chanting 
was really appreciated by the team. If you ever want to 
join a supporters’ trip contact Hal Leslie and he'll let 
you know how to get the best deal with TAA. RING NOW. 
-0-0-0-0-0-0-0- 


MALCOLM HAYNES 
DANNY MOULIS 
JOHN BROWN 


« JIM CANT 


NICK BOSKOV 
TONY HENDERSON 


+ JOHN STODDART 


IVAN GRUICIC 
STEVEN HOGG 
BRIAN. STODDART 


+ ROY STARKE 

- DAVID LINDENMAYER 
« MIKE BLACK 

- OSCAR LANGONE 

- DAVID O'CONNOR 

- LUIS SALGADO 


OSVALDO BORZI 


KIM WISHART 
TAN RATHMELL 
PETER NIELSEN 
JIM HERMISTON 
KARL HERDLE 
BARRY O'TOOLE 
PETER TOKESI 
LARRY GAFFNEY 
JACOB SHANI 

IAN JOHNSTON 
KEVIN CALDWELL 
WILLIE CONNOR 
JOHN COYNE 
ROBERTO ECHEVERRIA 
JOHN LAVALLE 
FRANK PIMBLETT 
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SUPPORTERS’ CLUB 


CANBERRA CITY. 
SUPPORTERS CLUB 


YOUR SUPPORTERS CLUB NEED YOU! 


- join today for just $5 or $2 for existing Canberra 
City Soccer Club members 


WHAT DO YOU GET 

- entry to the reserved area of the grandstand 

- discounts for away visits, supporters gear, etc. 

- and all the FUN of belonging to the best supporters 
in the land (it's rumoured an. offer of $10,000 to 
transfer TOMI to Sydney side to double their following 
was turned down). 


LOOK AT THE EXITING EVENTS WE'VE ORGANISED 
- "after the game gathering" 


join us for a few drinks in the Bradman Pavilion and 
meet the players EVERYONE WELCOME at this regular event. 


- silver citcle 


just $20 buys you 10 chances at $50 plus a chance at the 
big final week's prize of $1,500. 


- COACH TRIP TO MARCONI GAME 
want to be a TV star - join us on the fun ride to see 
CITY play MARCONI on 28th MAY in SYDNEY - contact 
CLANCY SOLES Phone 886689 (H) or 496011 (W) or see us 
today at the Supporters Club stand or after the game. 
KNOW YOUR FOOTBALL? 


- if you think you can beat the experts come and have a 
go at the Supporters Club stand - its good fun and 
you never know you could be right... 


REMEMBER if you can still talk at the end of the match 
you haven't cheered loudly enough. 


(JACK EVANS) 


CORISON COMMENTS 


"WHY CAN'T ENGLISH PLAYERS BRIDGE THE GAP?" 


In the March edition of the international soccer magazine 
WORLD SOCCER, available in Canberra at leading newsagents, 
Mr. Leslie Vernon, a noted soccer writer, explains why 

in his view the talented English Club players cannot win 
matches at International level. He says, “under Revie 
England has entered four tournaments -- lost three of them 
(European Championship, Home Championship, U.S.A. Tournament) 
and is on the brink of disaster on the World Cup....England 
does have several outstanding footballers but for some 
unaccountable reason they cannot reproduce their club form." 
Vernon then argues that the reason is simple. --- "Our 
players cannot reproduce Club form because in internationals 
they face a different kind of player. Not just people who 
had the misfortune to be born somewhere else, but people who 
speak a different language with their feet. Their approach 
to football, their mentality, physical training, concept, 
are not the same." He goes further thwn he says:- "There is 
no point in preparing an English squad to slaughter Finlarid 
as though they were playing an English Third Division side. 
The Finns don't read English soccer writers every morning, 
they don't know what a great tactician Revie is, and how 
many world-class players we have to leave out, because 
according to the silly FIFA regulation only 11 geniuses are 
allowed on the pitch at the same time. 


Consequently, the Finns came to Wembley unwilling to conform 
to the prescribed pattern dreamed up for them by the English 
Media. Similarly, the Italians, the Greeks, the Yugoslaves, 
and practically every other nation have their own concept, 
determined by national characteristics, climatic conditions, 
food, tradition etc. If I go to a Chinese restaurant I am 
not surprised that chop-suey doesn't taste like roast beef. 
Strauss couldn't have written those waltzes in Bradford, 
and the Taj Mahal would be out of place in Sunderland. 


If we accept that football is an art form, then it is 
logical that it should have an individual national flavour, 
and only players of exceptional ability and intelligence 
can bridge the gap. That's why I believe England must be 
faithful to her own traditional style." 


Vernon goes on to argue that England need not only trad- 
itional players but also players who might do the unexpected. 
He quotes an old Hungarian football proverb which says a team 
Must contain people who can carry a piano, and others who 
can play it. Paying spectators pay good money to hear the 
piano sound not watch the toughs who carry it. 


Vernon then describes the following scene, "a conversion 
between Bill Nicholson, the then Tottenham manager and 

Danny Blanchflower who was captain of that magnificent 

side. In Bill's office after the game won by Tottenham 7 - 2. 


Nicholson: "What shall we do about Jimmy Greaves?" 

Blanchflower: "Why? He scored four goals today". 

Nicholson: "Yes but he didn't do any work off the ball". 

Blanchflower: "So, what do you want him to do? Run his 
backside off or score four goals? Because 
he can't do both." 

Nicholson: "I don't know:" 

Blanchflower: "I do. You want him to run his backside off 
and score four goals". 


Vernon feels that Nicholson's attitude, generally adopted 

by English managers, is what the English paying public wants. 
He concludes that people will flock to see the Bests, the 
Cruyffs, the Bowles', the Beckenbauers and their fellow 
artists; therefore it doesn't make the slightest difference 
who plays for England out of the 35 - 40 equally gifted but 
conveyor-belt produced footballers in the English National 
squad --- the performance will remain the same. 


-0-0-0-0-0-0-0- 

In a later CANBERRA SOCCER NEWS our special correspondent 
Eric Corison will examine the possibilities for a truly 
Aussie flavour in our national team which will have to 
be developed if Australia is ever to reach World class. 


Readers are invited to offer their opinions on Leslie Vernon's 
ideas. Address all letters to:- 


The Editor, 
Canberra Soccer News, 


P.0. Box 7, 
CANBERRA...A.C.T. 2600 


Acknowledgement: The Editor is indebted to World Soccer for 
the extracts from Mr. Vernon's article. 


-0-0-0-0-0-0-0- 


A. SUPPORTERS CLUB IS FORYED 


FOR SPECIAL INFORMATION: 

BUS to Marconi match, ring CLANCY SOLES 886689 (H). 
SILVER CIRCLE ring RON WILSON 887008. 

TIPSTERS' COMPETITION ring IAN SKILLING 662140. 


MEET BRIAN STODDART 


Brian, who was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1951, has 

been playing top level football since he was 14. In fact 
Canberra City is his fourth Club, the others being Scottish 
Club Hibernian, and two South African Clubs, Arcadia Shepherds, 
and Highlands Park. 


Brian played for Hibs from 1965 - 1970, and then went to 
Arcadia Shepherds based in Johannesburg, and Highlands Park 
before choosing to come to Canberra. 


If you were making an analysis of Brian's play, you would 
be immediately struck by his hard challenging, his aggress- 
iveness, and his ability to "take on" a defender. He has 
a good football brain, and his ability to read a situation 
spontaneously enables him to provide adequate support in 
any raid on the goal. 


Brian does not like losing. He is particularly concerned 
that after seven games in the P.S.L. he has only managed two 
goals --- a rare occurrence for him since his soccer appetite 
is fed by eating fullbacks and cracking goals. 


His stated professional ambition is to be part of Canberra's 
team when they win the Philips League --- a real possibility 
over the next couple of years. 


For Canberra soccer fans, they have yet to see Brian Stoddart 
in full flight. A hungry goalscoring striker is a first 
priority of any team and Brian has the ability to snatch 
goals when they are least expected. 


We wish him well for the future, both on and off the field, 
but especially we hope that the goal drought both for him 
and Canberra City is broken by a flood of scores greater than 
Noah's itself. 


TRAVEL CLUB 


If you are interested in seeing World Cup football games 
this year then you should read the rest of this page. 


The CANBERRA CITY club management is organising tours 
to the following games: 


A. WORLD CUP 
AUSTRALIA v HONG KONG duly 10 
AUSTRALIA Vv SOUTH KOREA August 14 
AUSTRALIA v IRAN August 27 
AUSTRALIA v KUWAIT October 16 


B. SPECIAL INTERNATIONALS 
Semi Final: AUSTRALIA v CELTIC SCOTLAND 
or 
ARSENAL ENGLAND (July 27) 
or 
RED STAR BELGRADE 
Final : Two winners of above matches (July 31) 
C. CANBERRA CITY ASIAN TOUR 
CITY are organising, through Singapore Airlines, a football 
tour of Singapore, Indonesia, and Malaysia in early January, 78. 
Supporters are invited to be part of the tour. Full details 
of costs etc, are not worked out, but the total cost should 
not exceed $900 per head. 
If you are interested in any of these tours or games contact 


Hal Leslie on 811313 for bookings. Limits will be placed on 
each tour, so be early with your bookings. 


